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The  headwaters  of  the  Missouri  River  are  located  approximately 


55  miles  southeast  of  Helena  and  30  miles  northwest  of  Bozeman,  Montana. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  the  Madison,  Jefferson  and  Gallatin  Rivers  combine 
forces  to  form  the  Missouri  River.  The  floodplains  of  these  three  rivers 
form  a  broad,  uninterrupted  plain  to  the  south.  Limestone  mountains  form 
an  imposing  barrier  to  the  north,  through  which,  as  Lewis  states.  .  .  "these 
rivers  after  assembling  their  united  force  at  this  point  seem  to  have  forced 
a  passage.  "  The  principal  river  channels  are  lined  with  cottonwood  trees 
and  brush.  The  more  extensive  plains  have  been  cleared  and  irrigated  for 
the  production  of  hay. 


An  identifying  landform  in  the  area  is  rnat  of  Fort  Rock.  This  oblcng 


limestone  formation  stands  as  a  barrier  between  the  Gallatin  and  the  com¬ 


bined  Madison  am  Jefferson  Rivers.  Ti.e  Fort  Rock  configuration  stands 
25  to  30  feet  above  the  floodplain  with  near  perpendicular  cliffs  along  its 
eastern  extremity;  the  western  extremity  slopes  sharply  toward  the  middle 
fork.  The  entire  level  expanse  on  top  encompasses  approximately  30  acres 
it  is  void  of  trees  and  matted  with  a  sparce  turf  of  wild  grasses.  This  area 
is  mentioned  in  Lewis'  journal  as  .  .  ."a  handsome  site  for  a  fortification. 
It  is  assumed,  although  verification  by  historic  archeology  is  lacking,  that 
this  was  the  site  of  Col.  Pierre  Menard's  fort  established  in  1810  as  an 
outpost  to  carry  on  trapping  operations  in  the  surrounding  country.  The 
landform  characteristics  of  the  site  are  much  the  same  as  they  were  when 
viewed  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  however,  cultural  intrusions  imposed  by  man 
have  greatly  altered  the  natural  appearance  of  the  area.  The  principle  intru 
sions  are  two  major  railroads,  a  highway  bridge,  a  maze  of  electrical  and 
communication  lines  and  poles,  and  a  high  voltage  transmission  line.  The 
original  character  of  the  site  has  further  been  disrupted  by  well  meaning, 
but  ill  advised  plantings  in  the  area.  The  evenly  spaced,  straight  rows  of 
trees  are  obvious  evidence  of  man's  disruption  of  the  genuine  character  of 


the  site . 


Elements  of  the  Park 


The  principal  purpose  of  this  area  is  that  of  creating  a  visitor 
understanding  of  the  historical  events  which  took  place  at  this  "essential 
point  in  the  geography  of  the  United  States.  "  In  light  of  this  basic  purpose, 
supporting  park  and  recreational  facilities  will  be  of  secondary  importance. 

The  master  plan  reflects  an  effort  to  remove  all  recreational  facilities  from 
the  focal  point  of  historic  importance.  However,  the  total  land  holdings 
included  within  the  State  Monument  are  large  enough  to  allow  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  these  facilities  in  the  outlaying  zones.  The  entire  area  is  divided 
into  three  distinct  zones  of  use.  The  development  in  each  of  these  is  related  to 
the  compatibility  of  the  park  purpose  and  the  various  outdoor  recreational 
activities.  The  three  zones  may  be  defined  in  the  following  manner: 

1.  Interpretive  and  Historical  Zone.  This  zone  encompasses  the 
land  and  water  area  beginning  at  the  "essential  point",  the  junction  of  the 
combined  Madison  and  Jefferson  Rivers  with  the  Gallatin  River,  and  extending 
southward  to  include  all  of  Fort  Rock  and  the  Gallatin  River  on  the  east  and 
up  to  and  including  Ling  Rock  on  the  west.  Included  within  this  area  are  the 
primary  landforms  and  points  of  interest  which  are  mentioned  in  the  journals 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  and  subsequent  explorers.  Every  effort  should  be  made 
to  restore  and  maintain  the  natural  integrity  of  this  area.  As  the  visual 
impact  will  be  a  primary  concern,  conflicting  lane  uses  should  be  prohibited. 
This  particular  area  is  the  foundation  anh  rationale  for  the  establishment  of 


the  Headwaters  State  Monument.  Visitors  to  the  monument  are  here  to  see 
the  site  of  the  headwaters  of  the  Missouri,  to  visually  experience  this 
unique  area  in  the  same  manner  as  Lewis  and  Clark.  The  basic  purpose 
of  the  park  is  to  emphasize  the  historical  heritage  involved  with  these 
landforms  and  to  convey  the  spirit  of  exploration  and  challenge  inherent 
in  our  early  explorers.  To  stand  on  Fort  Rock  and  view  the  panorama 
before  one  should  be  an  inspirational  experience  which  relates  the  visitor 
to  his  historical  roots.  To  ensure  these  values,  the  visual  criteria  of 
planning  becomes  paramount.  The  concept  of  management  and  planning 
in  this  zone  should  conform  to  several  general  principles: 

a.  Minimize  Cultural  Intrusions  -  where  possible  they  should 
be  removed,  buried  or  screened  to  enhance  the  visual  impact  of  the  area. 
This  is  particularly  important  in  the  case  of  extensional  views  at  orientation 
points,  visitor  centers,  and  other  areas  where  visitors  congregate  for  the 
expressed  purpose  of  viewing  the  area.  For  this  reason,  the  master  plan 
envisions  relocating  the  existing  improvements  directly  to  the  north  of 

Fort  Rock.  These  developments  are  detrimental  to  the  visual  impact  and 
the  interpretive  story  to  be  related  at  the  visitor  center  -  proposed  on  the 
northern  extremity  of  Fort  Rock. 

b.  Enhance  Visitor  Understanding  and  Enjoyment  -  In  order  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  development  and  create  a  greater  visitor 


understanding  of  the  events  which  took  place  in  this  zone,  it  will  be 


necessary  to  provide  interpretive  aids.  A  principle  feature  of  this  zone 
will  be  that  of  a  visitor  center.  The  site  for  this  structure  is  positioned 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  Fort  Rock.  This  point  is  centrally  located, 
it  can  be  easily  seen  and  recognized  from  the  main  entrance,  and  it  is 
situated  at  a  natural  stopping  point,  in  view  of  the  central  features  of  the 

park  yet  does  not  intrude  upon  them.  This  area  is  a  logical  point  for  the 
presentation  of  the  interpretive  story,  to  orient  the  visitor  to  all  parts 

of  the  area,  and  to  serve  as  a  focal  point  for  other  interpretive  services. 

Other  items  of  importance  concerning  interpretive  devices  in  this 
zone  are  secondary  orientation  points.  These  would  be  small  primarily 
sanitary  facilities  and  an  open  exhibit  area,  which  in  more  intimate  detail 
relates  a  particular  segment  of  the  complete  interpretive  story.  Two  of 
these  structures  could  be  incorporated  in  the  ultimate  development  of 
this  area.  A  logical  position  for  one  is  close  to  the  planned  parking  area 
near  Ling  Rock.  The  function  of  this  secondary  center  would  be  to  provide 
supporting  information  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  short  interpretive  trail  to  the 
headwaters.  Another  secondary  orientation  point  should  be  established 
on  the  high  limestone  cliff  across  the  Gallatin  River.  This  is  the  point 
from  which  Lewis  surveyed  the  surrounding  country  and  planned  his  way 
west.  This  area  is  of  particular  importance  to  the  successful  interpretation 
of  the  monument;  it  is  the  only  vantage  point  from  which  the  whole  area 


can  be  viewed.  The  height  diminishes  the  cultural  intrusions  of  the  site  and 


View  of  the  confluence  of  the  Madison  and  Jefferson  Rivers 


conveys  visually  the  magnitude  of  the  challenge  facing  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  party,  and  the  importance  of  a  correct  decision  concerning  which  of 
the  three  rivers  to  follow. 

2.  Recreational  Use  Zone.  This  zone  surrounds  the  area  of 
interpretive  and  historic  significance  without  intruding  upon  the  basic 
resource.  Camping  and  picnicking  are  provided  close  to  the  focal  point 

of  the  park  yet  do  not  interfer  with  the  historical  and  interpretive  features. 
These  facilities  provide  the  convenience  and  essential  living  conditions 
for  the  change  of  scene  that  is  an  important  element  of  vacations  and 
allow  time  for  full  participation  in  the  recreation  opportunities  of  the  area. 
Other  activities  which  may  be  provided  for  in  the  recreational  use  zone 
would  be  river  access  area,  an  extensive  trail  system  for  hiking  and  riding 
and  other  activity  oriented  recreational  pursuits.  The  principal  objectives 
of  planning  in  this  zone  are  to  maximize  the  aesthetic  experience  and  to 
induce  ecologically  sound  occupancy  patterns. 

3.  Buffer  Zone .  The  buffer  zone  is  primarily  designed  to  protect 
the  site  from  conflicting  land  uses  which  might  be  detrimental  to  the  park 
values.  This  buffer  zone  will  also  provide  for  the  more  extensive  activities 
of  hunting  and  fishing  for  those  hearty  and  hardy  persons  willing  to  walk 


from  the  end  of  the  road. 


The  specific  elements  of  the  entire  recreational  and  historical 
complex  are  included  in  the  following* 

1 .  Interpretive  and  Historical  Zones 

a.  General  open  spaces  and  protected  resource  areas. 

b.  The  removal  of,  or  the  diminished  impact  of  visual 
intrusions  on  the  site. 

c.  The  establishment  of  a  visitor  center. 

d.  The  establishment  of  secondary  interpretive  centers. 

e.  The  establishment  of  interpretive  trails  and  walkways. 
2  .  The  Recreational  Use  Zone. 

a.  Provisions  for  overnight  tent  camping. 

b.  Provisions  for  overnight  trailer  camping 

c.  Provisions  for  river  access  on  the  Missouri  River. 

3 .  Buffer  Zone 

a.  Establishment  of  adequate  conservation  land  about  the 
site  to  protect  the  integrity  of  this  historic  preserve. 

The  area  designation  of  each  of  these  facilities  and  concepts  is 
indicated  on  the  area  master  plan.  The  construction  and  development  of 
these  facilities  is  to  be  undertaken  at  future  dates  as  outlined  in  the 


phase  construction  program. 
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THE  PLAN 


General 

The  entire  Missouri  Headwaters  State  Monument  encompasses 
an  area  of  approximately  500  acres.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
Madison  and  the  combined  Madison  and  Jefferson  River  in  its  northern 
most  reaches.  The  eastern  portion  is  bounded  by  the  Gallatin  River.  This 
narrow  pie  shaped  piece  of  land  varies  in  width  due  to  the  configuration  of 
these  rivers  from  1600  feet  at  its  southern  most  extremity  to  300  feet  along 
the  northern  most  boundary.  The  entire  area  is  bisected  by  a  paved  county 
highway  leading  to  Trident,  an  industrial  complex  just  north  of  the  northern 
boundaries  of  the  area.  This  road  is  the  primary  access  route  to  and  through 
the  monument,  and  will  serve  as  the  primary  circulation  route  within  the 
monument.  Spur  roads  to  designated  parking  areas,  the  visitor  center,  the 
picnic  area  and  the  campground  will  be  developed  off  at  this  principal  route. 

The  river  access  will  be  located  at  its  present  position  north  of 
the  headwaters  area  on  the  Missouri  River,  as  it  is  only  downstream  from 
this  point  that  the  river  is  safely  navigable  by  motor  boat.  Upstream  travel 
should  be  discouraged  as  it  would  disrupt  the  historic  character  of  the 
three  forks  area . 

The  overnight  camping  and  trailer  facilities  are  to  be  located  to 
the  south  of  Fort  Rock.  This  flat  area  can  easily  be  developed  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  amount  of  landscape  deformation  although  the  naturalness  of  the  area 
has  already  been  disrupted  by  irrigation  ditches.  A  major  consideration 


will  be  that  of  a  well  defined  circulation  route  and  adequate  screening 
and  landscaping.  This  area  is  large  enough  to  allow  for  separate  develop¬ 
ments  for  tent  camping  and  trailer  camping. 

Picnic  facilities  will  be  located  in  three  areas.  The  principle 
area  will  be  located  adjacent  to  Ling  Rock  Intensive  improvements  are 
to  be  undertaken  at  this  location.  Additional  opportunities  for  picnicking 
will  be  provided  at  the  crossing  of  the  Gallatin  and  at  the  boating  access 
site.  The  development  of  all  of  these  areas  will  require  extensive  refores¬ 
tation  for  shade  and  screening.  Existing  roads  will  be  reseeded  and  pro¬ 
visions  will  be  made  for  central  parking. 

A  final  consideration  for  the  development  of  this  plan  will  be  the 
removal  of  existing  developments  near  Fort  Rock  and  its  return  to  a  semi¬ 
natural  state.  This  will  include  the  removal  of  the  existing  buildings  near 
the  bridge  and  additional  plantings  to  improve  the  visual  impact  from  the 
proposed  visitor  center. 

These  overall  elements  of  the  master  plan  are  presented  in  more 
detail  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

The  general  concept  as  presented  above  is  that  of  a  protected  core 
area  of  historical  and  interpretive  significance,  surrounded  by  supporting 


facilities  and  provisions  for  additional  outdoor  recreation  pursuits  inte¬ 
grated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  achieve  the  maximum  benefit  from  the  resource 
and  to  maintain  the  historic  mission  of  this  State  Monument. 

The  items  of  improvement  are  set  forth  in  the  following  suggested 
priority  schedule.  There  is  ample  latitude  for  administrative  decisions  to 
alter  the  order  of  priority. 

A.  Development  and  improvement  of  Ling  Rock  picnic  area  and 
parking  area . 

B.  Development  of  the  camping  area  (Phase  One). 

C.  Development  of  the  river  access  area. 

D.  Development  of  Picnic  Area  #2 

E.  Development  of  the  Visitor  Center  and  parking  area. 

F.  Expansion  of  Campground  (Phase  Two) 

G.  Development  of  the  Secondary  Interpretive  Centers. 

The  development  of  interpretive  walkways,  hiking  trails,  and 
scenic  improvement  projects  will  be  undertaken  concurrently  with  the 
above  mentioned  major  commitments.  These  developments  are  further 
discussed  in  the  following  section  of  this  report. 

A.  Ling  Rock  Picnic  Area .  Ling  Rock  picnic  area  is  located 
adjacent  to  Ling  Rock  on  the  west  side  of  the  primary  road.  This  area  has 
been  redesigned  making  it  more  manageable  and  offering  a  more  pleasant 
picnic  surrounding.  By  removing  the  short  looping  roads  in  this  area  and 
providing  central  parking,  the  prime  recreational  area  (the  area  where  the 


roads  are  currently  located)  can  be  developed  for  the  best  recreational 


values  inherent  to  the  site.  Removal  of  these  roads  will  result  in  a  greater 
usable  area  and  a  greater  purity  of  the  natural  site. 

Ling  Rock,  a  natural  attraction,  will  be  the  central  trail  head  for 
an  interpretive  trail  along  the  combined  Madison  and  Jefferson  Rivers  to 
the  Headwaters  of  the  Missouri.  A  small  trail  head  exhibit  should  be 
placed  here  containing  a  map  of  the  trail  system  and  a  brief  description  of  the 
points  of  interest.  A  low,  routed  interpretive  sign  should  be  placed  near 
Ling  Rock  relating  the  historical  significance  of  this  point. 


Existing  conditions  at  Ling  Rock  area 


Proposed  camping  area 


B.  Camping.  The  camping  area  is  located  immediately  south  of 
Fort  Rock  on  the  level  floodplain.  This  area  is  currently  used  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  hay  and  is  bisected  by  irrigation  ditches.  The  intended  usage 
of  this  park  facility  is  not  that  of  providing  living  space  for  individual 
families,  but  rather  to  provide  a  facility  for  the  enjoyment  of  on-site  and 
off-site  recreational  pursuits.  One  way  circulation  will  minimize  the  amount 
of  traffic  past  each  camping  unit  and  facilitate  orderly  movement  of  traffic. 
The  camping  area  is  designed  to  be  undertaken  in  three  phases,  with 
phases  two  and  three  being  initiated  as  the  need  for  additional  units  grows. 
One  of  the  primary  development  considerations  will  be  that  of  attractive 
plantings  to  provide  screening  for  individual  unit  privacy.  Further  improve¬ 


ments  will  include  a  water  system  and  central  comfort  stations. 


C.  Boating  Access  Area .  The  Missouri  River  boating  access 


site  is  located  downstream  from  the  essential  point.  This  site  has  previously 
been  used  as  a  boating  access.  Improvements  are  those  of  a  defined  parking 
place  for  cars  and  trailers,  and  also  the  development  of  a  limited  area  for 
picnicking  associated  with  fishing  activities. 


D.  Picnic  Area  Number  2.  This  picnic  area  is  a  small  area  located 
near  the  Gallatin  River  adjacent  to  the  headwaters  trail.  A  trail  head 
exhibit  will  be  located  adjacent  the  parking  area  to  orient  the  visitor  to 
the  Headwaters  River  Trail.  It  is  expected  that  this  parking  area  will  be 
utilized  by  picnickers  and  fishermen  alike.  Development  should  include 
delineation  of  angle  parking,  a  center  island  guard  rail,  tables,  removal  of 


the  existing  buildings,  reseeding  and  landscaping. 


E.  The  Visitor  Center.  The  visitor  center  will  be  located  at  the 


northern  extremity  of  Fort  Rock.  This  point  provides  an  excellent  view 
of  the  narrowing  valley  toward  the  merging  rivers  at  the  headwaters  site. 

The  visitor  center  itself  should  be  a  stone  structure.  The  floor  plan  should 
include  a  lobby,  an  information  desk,  sanitary  facilities,  a  display  area 
and  possibly  a  small  projection  room.  The  immediate  area  along  the  northern 
slope  should  be  cleaned  up  and  the  old  roadway  reseeded.  A  short  inter¬ 
pretive  trail  should  be  developed  leading  to  the  burial  plot,  then  meandering 
around  to  the  Gallatin  River,  and  from  there  turn  southward  along  the  edge 
of  Fort  Rock  to  a  point  below  the  mountain  lion  den.  From  here  the  trail 
would  proceed  to  the  top  of  Fort  Rock  and  then  back  to  the  parking  area  and 
visitor  center. 


This  facility  will  eventually  be  replaced  by  a  modern  visitor  center. 


F.  Expansion  of  Campground.  The  increasing  amount  of  tourist 


traffic  using  travel  trailers  will  necessitate  the  eventual  provisions  for 
these  recreational  vehicles.  An  area  is  reserved  to  the  south  of  the  proposed 
campground  for  this  development.  The  initial  development  provides  twenty 
pull-through  trailer  units  and  can  easily  be  expanded  to  forty.  The  utility 
design  anticipates  wafer  hydrants  for  each  of  the  individual  trailer  units. 

G.  Secondary  Orientation  Points.  Two  sites  have  been  mentioned 
for  the  development  of  secondary  interpretive  centers:  Ling  Rock  and 
Merriwether  Lewis  Overlook.  The  first  of  these,  Ling  Rock,  is  highly 
feasible  and  should  be  undertaken  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  The  pro¬ 
posed  Merriwether  Lewis  Overlook  is  less  practical  and  will  involve  con¬ 
siderable  cost.  The  development  of  this  site  will  require,  at  the  minimum, 
a  pedestrian  railroad  crossing,  an  adequate  trail  to  the  top  of  the  high 
limestone  cliff  adjacent  the  Gallatin  and  interpretive  displays.  Once 
developed,  this  area  will  be  a  highlight  experience  for  the  park  visitor. 


INTERPRETATION 


GENERAL: 

The  historical  significance  of  the  Three  Forks  Area  is  intimately 
associated  with  the  first  personalities  to  stride  across  the  pages  of 
Montana  History:  Lewis  and  Clark  and  all  of  their  party;  Sacajawea  and 
her  Shoshones ,  Colter,  Potts,  Drouillard,  Menard  and  Henry.  Before  the 
coming  of  the  white  man  the  area  was  the  disputed  hunting  grounds  of  the 
Shoshone  and  the  Flathead  Indians,  frequently  raided  by  the  Blackfeet  and 
the  Minnetarees.  Since  the  coming  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  the  area  became  an 
important  ferry  crossing  for  early  pioneers,  and  witnessed  a  futile  attempt 
by  Col.  Menard  to  establish  a  trading  post  in  the  area.  The  early 
settlement  of  Gallatin.witnessed  several  relocations  in  the  area  and 
eventually  disappeared  altogether,  giving  way  to  its  neighboring  town  of 
Three  Forks  with  its  advantageous  position  adjacent  the  railroad. 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  Monument  is  the  confluence  of  the 
rivers,  which  Merriwether  Lewis  called  an  "essential  point  in  the  geography 
of  this  western  part  of  the  continent."  The  two  captains  decided  that  here 
were  the  Missouri  River  Headwaters.  Arriving  at  the  Three  Forks  on 
July  26,  1805,  a  decision  had  to  be  made  as  to  which  river  would  be  most 
apt  to  lead  the  party  to  a  passage  over  the  mountains  and  to  the  Pacific. 


It  was  from  the  high  limestone  cliffs  at  the  Three  Forks  that  the  explorers 


surveyed  their  surroundings  and  made  their  decision  to  follow  the  southwest 
fork  which  they  named  the  Jefferson.  Certain  other  features  bear  particular 
importance  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Monument.  The  campsite  Lewis 
selected  at  Three  Forks  was  one-half  mile  up  the  Jefferson  from  its  confluence 
with  the  Madison.  Sacajawea  identified  this  as  the  same  spot  where  her 
Shoshone  village  encamped  five  years  earlier  in  1800,  when  it  was  attacked 
by  the  Knife  River  Minnatarees.  She  was  taken  as  their  captive  and  carried 
off  to  North  Dakota.  Later  she  came  to  the  attention  of  Lewis  and  Clark  while 
they  were  wintering  at  Fort  Mandan. 

Principle  Interpretive  Themes 

The  natural  resources  and  historical  happenings  at  the  Three  Forks 
area  provide  ample  material  for  a  rather  complete  story  of  the  area.  The 
natural  features  provide  the  stage  setting,  while  historical  accounts  present 
a  changing  cast  of  actors.  Although  Lewis  and  Clark  and  their  entourage 
are  the  principle  theme  of  the  interpretive  story,  previous  accounts  and 
subsequent  happenings  at  the  site  provide  a  lead  in  and  closing  for  this 
principle  historic  happening. 

A,  Pre  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 

1.  Indian  writings 

2.  Contested  hunting  grounds  of  Blackfeet,  Flathead,  Shoshone 
and  Minnetarees 


3.  Capture  of  Sacajawea 


B .  Lewis  and  Clark 


1.  Headwaters  of  the  Missouri  River  (1805) 

2.  Lewis  Overlook  -  place  of  decision 

3.  Lewis  and  Clark  campsite  (1/2  mile  up  the  Jefferson) 

4.  Return  trip  of  Clark  up  the  Gallatin  (1806) 

C.  Early  Fur  Trades 

1.  Colter's  encounter  with  the  Blackfeet  -  1808 

2.  Death  of  Drouillard 

3.  Col.  Menard's  stockade  at  Three  Forks 

D.  Struggle  for  Settlement 

1.  Original  settlement  of  Gallatin  at  Three  Forks 

2.  Ferry  crossing  at  Ling  Rock 
Second  town  of  Gallatin 

This  complete  story  is  best  presented  at  the  visitor  center.  Here  the 
visitor  is  provided  the  framework  or  basic  foundation  which  is  ramified  and 
given  meaning  by  such  on-site  interpretation  as  will  be  accomplished  at  the 
Headwaters  Trail ,  the  interpretive  trail  at  the  visitor  center,  the  Madison 
and  Jefferson  Overlook,  the  townsite  of  Gallatin  and  the  Lewis  Rock  Overlook. 
Each  of  these  is  discussed  in  further  detail  on  the  following  pages  and  are 


conceptually  presented  with  illustrations. 


Headwaters  Trail.  The  headwaters  trail  has  two  points  of  departure, 


one  at  the  Ling  Rock  picnic  area  and  another  at  the  Gallatin  River  bridge 
crossing.  An  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage  the  visitor  to  begin  at 
the  Ling  Rock  Area  due  to  the  limited  parking  arrangement  at  the  river 
crossing.  Trail  head  displays  have  been  suggested  at  each  of  these  sites, 
explaining  the  points  of  interest  and  also  a  map  of  the  trail.  This  trail  is 
relatively  short  and  the  principle  objective  is  the  point  of  confluence  of  the 
combined  Madison  and  Jefferson  Rivers  with  the  Gallatin.  However,  two 
secondary  interpretive  stations  are  presented.  These  include  Ling  Rock, 
the  site  of  the  early  ferry  crossing  and  a  point  opposite  the  original  town 
of  Gallatin  before  it  was  moved  to  its  new  bygone  site. 
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STATION  1 


find  the  place  where  the  Missouri  River  began.  They  selected  the  Three 


Forks  and  named  them  the  Gallatin  for  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Madison  for  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Jefferson  for  the  President. 
Lewis  noted  in  his  diary,  "...  these  rivers  after  assembling  their  united 
force  at  this  point  seem  to  have  forced  a  passage." 

Here  the  two  captains  had  to  decide  which  of  the  three  forks  to  take. 

A  wrong  decision  could  mean  such  a  considerable  loss  of  time  that  they 
might  be  unable  to  cross  the  Rockies  due  to  autumal  and  early  winter 
snow  and  cold.  The  S.  W.  Fork  (the  Jefferson)  was  selected  "as  its 
direction  is  much  more  promising  than  any  other." 


STATION  2 


EARLY  "CITY" 

The  first  town  of  Gallatin 
was  located  across  the  river 
from  this  point.  The  town 
began  in  1862  and  was  abandon  in  1865 

in  favor  of  East  Gallatinr 


Sketch  of  the  "Dream  City" 


"September  7  (1869).  Resumed  our  journey  at  8  o'clock  and  arrived  at 
the  'Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri'  at  1  p.m.  Here,  in  '63,  a  party  of 
pioneers,  solicitons  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  public  in  general  and 
with  an  eye  on  their  own  properity  in  particular,  located  a  townsite 
which  was  to  be  to  Montana,  what  Denver  is  to  Colorado.*." 

Exerpts  from  Folsom  &  Cook,  Sept.  7,  1869 


In  18  65  most  of  this  original  town  was  abandon,  much  of  it  having  been  moved 
to  a  new  site  just  south  of  Fort  Rock. 


STATION  3 


Note:  The  bottom  portion  of  sign  to  be  a  darker 
tone  than  the  upper  portion 
Overall  height  of  post  above  ground: 

four  and  one-half  feet 
Length  of  sign:  two  and  one-half  feet 


Photograph  of  old  ferry  on  photo  sensitive 
aluminum  plate,  mounted  with  epoxy  glue 
to  one  inch  board. 


Aluminum  plate  to  read  .... 

"A  line  of  steamboats,  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  would  ply 
between  this  place  and  the  falls  of  the  Missouri  where  they  would 
connect  with  the  lower  river  boats . 

Today,  (1869)  in  lieu  of  a  steamboat  perfect  in  all  of  its 
appointments,  a  waterlogged  ferry  boat  conveyed  our  effects  across 
the  river  for  which  we  were  charged  the  modest  sum  of  $2.00  in  U.S. 
currency  ..." 

Exerpts  from  Folsom  and  Cook,  Sept.  7,  1869 


TYPICAL  SIGN  ARRANGEMENT 


Visitor  Center  Interpretive  Walk.  A  cluster  of  significant  features 


surrounding  the  northern  extreme  of  Fort  Rock  can  be  joined  together  by  a 
short  walk  from  the  proposed  visitor  center.  These  features  would  include 
the  early  pioneer  cemetary/  the  GallaLin  River,  the  "Lions  Den"  and  Fort 
Rock  itself. 


STATION  1 


PIONEER  CEMETERY 

Buried  here  are  children  from 
the  Town  of  Gallatin,  who  died 
of  Diptheria  in  the  1870's. 


STATION  2 


GOING  HOME 

The  urge  to  explore  led 
Clark  to  abandon  the  safe  route 
down  the  Missouri  and  to  strike 
off  up  the  Gallatin. 


Photo  plate  map  of  return  routes  from  point  of  separation  at 
Lolo  to  point  of  reunion. 

Lewis ,  having  departed  to  the  north  at  Lolo  left  Clark  and  his 
party  to  return  to  the  Three  Forks.  Here  Clark's  party  separated, 
some  continued  down  the  Missouri,  while  Clark  and  others 
traveled  up  the  Gallatin  and  over  Bozeman  Pass  to  the  Yellowstone 
River,  then  down  the  Yellowstone  to  rejoin  the  "Party  of 
Discovery"  at  a  point  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowston  River. 


STATION  3 


THE  LIONS  DEN 

Reports  tell  of  an  early  settler  fishing 

near  this  site  being  attacked  by  a  mountain  lion 

from  the  cave-like  niche  above  ... 

Photo  plate  sketch  of  mountain  lion 


Animals  such  as  the  mountain  lion  and  the 


grizzly  bear  were  abundant  in  the  area  at  the 

time  of  Lewis  and  Clark  s  journey.  In  fact  it 
was  the  abundance  of  game  in  this  area  which  lured 
many  of  the  original  Lewis  and  Clark  party  members 
back  to  this  site  in  1810  to  carry  out  trapping 
operations . 


STATION  4 


FORT  ROCK 


"...  between  the  middle  and  the  S.  E.  forks  near 
their  junction  with  the  S.W.  fork  there  is  a  handsome  site 
fora  fortification  ..."  Lewis,  July  27,  1805  . 

(this  is  probably  Fort  Rock,  the  area  on  which  you  are 
now  standing) 


Photo  plate,  aerial  oblique  of  Fort  Rock 


On  April  3,  1810  a  party  of  thirty-two  French  and  American 


trappers,  lead  by  Colonel  Menard,  returned  to  the  Three  Forks  and 
erected  a  log  stockade.  Although  the  exact  site  of  the  fork  is 
unknown,  many  believe  it  was  located  on  Fort  Rock,  because  of  its 
natural  defenses  against  the  marauding  Black  Feet. 


Imagine  yourself  with  the  party  of  1810  -  WHERE  WOULD  YOU 
BUILD  THE  STOCKADE? 


STATION  5 


INDIAN  DRAWINGS 

On  the  rocks  above  are  examples 
of  oricinal  American  art  work. 

v 


Photo  plate  sketch  of  Indian  drawings 


Indian  drawings  have  mystified  the  experts  for 
decades,  they  have  yet  to  reveal  their  bygone 
message  left  at  this  historic  cross  roads. 


Madison  and  Tefferson  Overlook.  The  southern  extreme  of  Fort  Rock 


provides  an  excellent  vantage  point  for  orientation  towards  the  confluence  of 
the  Madison  and  Jefferson  Rivers.  Interpretive  developments  at  this  point 
should  include  mention  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Campsite  1/2  mile  up  the 
Jefferson  and  also  the  story  of  Sacajawea's  capture  by  the  Minnetarees  at 
that  point  five  years  earlier. 


Sketch  of  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers  and 
Location  of  their  campsite. 


The  campsite  chosen  by  Lewis  was  as  indicated  by 
Sacajawea  as  the  same  spot  where  she  was  captured  by 
the  Minnetaree  five  years  earlier  while  her  group  of 
Shoshone  were  hunting  in  the  area. 


To  the  west  you  see  the  confluence  of  the  Madison  and  Jefferson 
Rivers  1/2  mile  up  the  Jefferson  is  the  site  of  Lewis  and  Clark's 
campsite.  The  party  rested  here  for  four  days  before  moving  on 
toward  the  Pacific. 


> 


Bygone  City  of  Gallatin.  An  old  building  still  stands  at  the  approximate 
location  of  the  pioneer  town  of  Gallatin.  In  a  letter  written  in  1872,  by 
Joseph  Savage,  the  town  is  described  as  consisting  of  "a  dozen  houses, 
a  corral,  two  hen  coops  and  a  dog  kennel"  ...  in  addition  to  the  hotel. 
Further  accounts  of  the  Gallatin  Hotel  are  presented  in  the  Diary  of  A .  C. 
Peale,  18  72.  He  describes  the  activities  during  the  last  days  of  a  fair 
held  in  October,  1872.  An  exciting  human  interest  story  could  be  developed  ' 
at  this  site.  However,  historical  archeology  should  be  undertaken  on  site 
to  varify  the  authenticity  of  the  site  and  this  remaining  building,  which 
may  be  the  Hotel,  the  focal  point  of  many  colorful  accounts  in  the  days  of 
the  early  traveler.  Should  this  building  prove  to  be  the  old  Gallatin  Hotel, 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  protect  it  from  further  deterioration  and 
partial  restoration  undertaken.  A  small  loop  road  from  the  main  park  road 
should  be  established  and  the  story  of  Gallatin  presented  at  the  restored  site. 
However,  if  further  detailed  investigation  proves  that  this  building  is  not 
part  of  the  old  Gallatin  townsite,  then  the  story  of  this  early  settlement  could 
best  be  related  through  maps  and  photographs  in  the  visitor  center. 


AFTER  ARCHEOLOGIC  INVESTIGATION 


PRESERVED 


INTERPRETIVE  SIGN 


PARK  CAPACITY 


Park  capacities  are  dependent  upon  density  standards  adopted  by 
the  individual  agency.  The  general  guidelines  used  for  estimating  the 
developed  capacity  of  this  plan  are  those  used  by  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor 
Recreation  in  the  Missouri  River  Basin.  The  Missouri  River  Headwaters 
State  Monument  contains  a  favorable  amount  of  reserve  acreage  for  future 
expansion.  The  figures  presented  in  this  plan  are  calculated  on  the  basis 
of  the  proposed  development  as  outlined  on  the  master  plan. 


Suggested  Density  Standards 

Picnicking:  8-10  Units/Acre  (4  Persons/Unit) 

Tent  Camping:  4-  6  Units/Acre  (4  Persons/Unit) 

Trailer  Camping:  4  Units/Acre  (4  Persons/Unit) 

Parking:  30  Spaces/100  Persons 


Picnic  Area  Capacity  and  Quantity  Needs 
Ling  Rock  Picnic  Area 

Family  Picnicking:  10  Family  Units 
Quantities 

12  Tables 
8  Fire  Grills 
4  Trash  Cans 
1  Comfort  Station 

12  Parking  Spaces  -  11  additional  for  interpretive 
trail . 


Gallatin  Picnic  Area 

Family  Picnicking:  8  units 
Quantities 

10  Tables 
5  Fire  Grills 
4  Trash  Cans 
1  Comfort  Station 
9  Parking  Spaces 


Boat  Access  Picnic  Area 

1 0  Tables 
5  Fire  Grills 
4  Trash  Cans 
1  Comfort  Station 
10  Parking  Spaces 

Camping  Area  Capacity  and  Quantity  Needs 
Tent  Area 

Phase  I  37  Family  Units 

Phase  II  19  Family  Units 

Phase  III _ 18  Family  Units 

TOTAL  74  Family  Units 

Trailer  Area 

Initial  Stage  20  Family  Units 
Quantities 

1  Table,  1  Fireplace,  1  Trash  Can/Family  Unit 
1  Parking  Spur/Family  Unit  (Approximately  2  0% 
of  Spurs  to  be  Designed  to  Carry  Two  Vehicles) 
1  Toilet  per  5-10  Family  Units 
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